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THE HUMANE SOCIETY

OF THE UNITED STATES

Committee: House Criminal Justice
In support of: SB 285 and SB 286
Date: January 29, 2014

Dear Chairman Heise and Members of the Criminal Justice
Committee,

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS), the nation’s largest
and most effective non-profit animal protection organization,
supports SB 285 and SB 286 to increase penalties for large-scale
animal cruelty cases, address repeat offenders who violate the
state’s cruelty or pet shops laws, and recognize the correlation
between animal abuse and domestic violence.

Increasing these penalties will help address the clear danger that
animal abusers pose to society at large. A number of studies have
drawn links between the abuse of animals and violence against
people. A 2001-2004 study by the Chicago Police Department
“revealed a startling propensity for offenders charged with crimes
against animals to commit other violent offenses toward human
victims.” Of those arrested for animal crimes, 65% had been
arrested for battery against another person.m And of 36 convicted
multiple murderers questioned in one study, 46% admitted
committing acts of animal torture as adolescents." Of seven school
shootings that took place across the country between 1997 and
2001, all involved boys who had previously committed acts of animal
cruelty.

Pet abuse is one of four predictors of domestic partner violence,
according to a six-year “gold standard” study conducted in 11
cities.'"! Researchers have found that between 71% and 83% of
women entering domestic violence shelters reported that their
partners also abused or killed the family pet. And another study
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found that in families under supervision for physical abuse of their children, pet
abuse was concurrent in 88% of the families.™ In both domestic violence and
child-abuse situations, abusers may manipulate and control their human victims
through threatened or actual violence against family pets. SB 286 recognizes the
importance of this by penalizing acts that cause serious psychological injury to the
owner of a companion animal, or acts in which the abuser used the animal to
manipulate the victim.

Reporting, investigating, increasing penalties for, and prosecuting animal cruelty
can help take dangerous criminals off the streets. Police know that in homes
where animal abuse is a problem, other issues are often concurrent. Acts of
animal cruelty are linked to a variety of other crimes, including violence against
people, property crimes, and drug or disorderly conduct offenses.

We thank the sponsors of SB 285 and SB 286 for bringing forth this important
legislation to help make our Michigan communities safer, and request its swift
passage by the committee.

Jill Fritz

Michigan Senior State Director
(517) 515-3839
jfritz@humanesociety.org
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